
GOVERNMENT O F  THE DISTRICT O F  COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Appl i ca t i on  No. 12578 o f  John B. Howerton, pu r suan t  t o  Paragraph 
8207.11 of  t h e  Zoning Regula t ions ,  f o r  a  v a r i a n c e  from t h e  
p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  l o c a t i n g  an open pa rk ing  space  i n  f r o n t  
o f  a  dwe l l i ng  (Paragraph 7205.12) and w i t h i n  t e n  f e e t  o f  a  
dwe l l i ng  (Paragraph 7205.21) t o  pe rmi t  an open pa rk ing  space  
i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  dwel l ing  i n  t h e  R-3 D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premise 
3306 P rospec t  S t r e e t ,  N . W . ,  (Square 1205, Lot  61) . 
HEARING DATE: February 15 ,  1978 
DECISION DATE: March 1, 1978 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  is l o c a t e d  i n  an R-3 Zone D i s t r i c t  
on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  P rospec t  S t r e e t ,  N . W . ,  between 33rd 
and Bank S t r e e t ,  N .  W. 

2 .  The s u b j e c t  l o t  i s  approximate ly  1 ,303  s q u a r e  f e e t  
i n  a r e a ,  and i s  improved w i t h  a  two-story row dwel l ing .  

3. The wid th  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  17.375 f e e t .  
The house i s  set  back from t h e  s t reet  l i n e  approximate ly  
twelve f e e t .  

4 .  The proposed space  would be  s l i g h t l y  less than  twe lve  
f e e t  long  and would be  n i n e  f e e t  wide.  A pa rk ing  space  
r e q u i r e d  by t h e  Zoning Regula t ions  must be  n i n e  f e e t  wide by 
n i n e t e e n  f e e t  long.  

5 .  I f  t h e  proposed pa rk ing  space  w e r e  approved,  t h e r e  
would o f  n e c e s s i t y ,  be a  curb  c u t  which would e l i m i n a t e  one 
o n - s t r e e t  pa rk ing  space .  

6. An automobi le  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  proposed space  would 
overhang t h e  p r o p e r t y  l i n e ,  and encroach upon p u b l i c  space .  
A c a r  parked i n  such a  manner would a l s o  v i o l a t e  S e c t i o n  7 9 ( c )  
o f  t h e  D. C.  T r a f f i c  Regula t ions .  

7. The Municipal  P lann ing  O f f i c e  by r e p o r t  d a t e d  February 
10 ,  1978, recommended d e n i a l  o f  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  on t h e  
grounds t h a t  a  c a r  parked on t h e  proposed space  would overhang 
t h e  p r o p e r t y  l i n e  and encroach upon t h e  p u b l i c  space .  
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8. Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3-A opposed t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  on t h e  grounds t h a t  t h e  space  would overhang t h e  
s idewalk  and t h a t  approval  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  would n o t  i n c r e a s e  
t h e  number o f  spaces  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  s i n c e  it  would r e s u l t  i n  
t h e  l o s s  of  one o n - s t r e e t  pa rk ing  space .  

9 .  The C i t i z e n s  Assoc i a t i on  o f  Georgetown opposed t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  on t h e  grounds t h a t  t h e r e  is  nothing t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  
t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  from a d j o i n i n g  houses ,  and t h a t  approva l  
o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  would e s t a b l i s h  an unwarremted p receden t .  
The Board s o  f i n d s .  

10. The a d j o i n i n g  p r o p e r t y  owners a t  3304 P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t ,  
a l s o  opposed t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  on t h e  grounds t h a t  t h e  p a r k i n g  
space  would b e  a  h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  haza rd ,  be ing  l o c a t e d  under 
an e x i s t i n g  window of t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND OPINION 

Based on t h e  above f i n d i n g s  and t h e  ev idence  o f  r e c o r d ,  
the Board concludes  t h a t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  g r a n t  t h e  r eques t ed  
v a r i a n c e ,  t h e r e  must be  a  showing of  something unique,  
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  o r  e x c e p t i o n a l  abou t  t h e  l o t ,  t h e r e  must be  
a  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  upon t h e  owner and t h e r e  must be  no 
impairment o f  t h e  i n t e n t  and purpose o f  t h e  Zoning Regula t ions .  
The Board concludes  t h a t  t h e r e  is  nothing i n  t h e  r eco rd  t o  
s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  any th ing  unusual  about  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  it from a d j o i n i n g  p r o p e r t y .  The Board concludes  
t h a t  t h e  owner ha s  demonstra ted  no p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  
t h e  s ense  t h a t  t e r m  is  used i n  t h e  Zoning Regula t ions .  The 
Board a l s o  concludes  t h a t  t h e  proposed pa rk ing  space  is c o n t r a r y  
t o  t h e  i n t e n t  and purpose o f  t h e  Zoning Regula t ions ,  by 
c r e a t i n g  a  space  o n l y  twelve  fee t  long ,  which would p o t e n t i a l l y  
a l low c a r s  t o  v i o l a t e  t h e  P o l i c e  Regula t ions  a s  w e l l .  I t  i s  
t h e r e f o r e  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  be  DENIED.  

VOTE : 

4-0 ( W i l l i a m  F. McIntosh, C h l o e t h i e l  Woodard Smith and 
Char les  R. N o r r i s  t o  deny, John G. Parsons  t o  deny 
by proxy and Leonard L. McCants n o t  v o t i n g ,  n o t  
hav ing  hea rd  t h e  c a s e ) .  

BY ORDER OF THE D. C. BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED By: 
STEVEN E .  SHER 
Execu t ive  D i r e c t o r  


